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The Vital Role of Intercessors in Changing History

I. THE EMERGING GLOBAL PRAYER AND WORSHIP MOVEMENT

A. Across every nation, the Holy Spirit is raising up the most powerful prayer and worship movement in history, fueled by the revelation of Jesus’ beauty (Isa. 4:2). This movement will mature to such a degree that the very songs released, bringing the anointing and presence of God, will cause the same response among believers as when Isaiah was undone by seeing the King’s glory with his own eyes (Isa. 6:5; 24:16).

11“From the rising of the sun…to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; in every place incense [prayer] shall be offered to My name, and a pure offering [worship]; for My name shall be great among the nations,” says the LORD of hosts. (Mal. 1:11)
B. We have heard it said, “I will change the understanding and expression of Christianity in the whole earth in one generation.” A primary facet of this change is seen in the Church growing into the fullness of her identity as a Bride, functioning as a house of prayer.

17The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!” (Rev. 22:17)

C. Jesus is fiercely committed to building His Father’s house of prayer in all nations for the sake of all nations (Isa. 56:7; Mt. 16:18-19; Jn. 2:17). This “house” is characterized by worship-driven prayer, fueled by the beauty of Jesus. It is for missions, with music, from intimacy. The Lord spoke to one of the prayer leaders with these words: “If it’s not a house of prayer it’s not My house!”

17It was written, “Zeal for Your House burns in Me like a fire!” (Jn. 2:17; and Ps. 69:9)

7For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations. (Isa. 56:7)
D. One of the most surprising and offensive realities to the natural mind is that God’s means of changing the understanding and expression of Christianity is through shaking (Hag. 2:6-9).
II. THE PRIMARY CATALYST FOR GLOBAL WORSHIP IS GLOBAL SHAKING

A. God promised to shake everything that can be shaken to bring forth an unshakable kingdom in the earth (Hag. 2:6-9, 21; Heb. 12:25-29). It will purify His people, bring in the great harvest of souls, including the salvation of Israel, and remove everything that hinders love. Without fail, every nation will be impacted by this shaking, thus bringing forth Jesus’ inheritance (Ps. 2:8).

6“I will shake heaven…earth, the sea and dry land; 7…I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations [Jesus]…” says the Lord. (Hag. 2:6; and Heb. 12:25-29)
B. The Lord is creating a global crisis with no solution apart from Him, as His beauty is magnified throughout the nations (Isa. 4:2; 45:22-23; Hag. 2:6; Zeph. 2:11). Make no mistake, He is the primary source of this shaking (Hag. 2:6-9, 21), although creation’s groan (Rom. 8:22), the sin of man (Dan. 8:23), and Satan’s rage (Rev. 12:12) will all be dynamically involved.

11The Lord will… reduce to nothing all the gods of the earth [materialism, etc.]; people shall worship Him, each one from his place, indeed all the shores of the nations. (Zeph. 2:11)

III. OUR DYNAMIC INTERCESSORY ROLE IN CHANGING HISTORY IN THE END TIMES

A. Even more surprising than God bringing forth worship through shaking is the reality that God is bringing forth the shaking through prayer! Both dimensions of God’s glory—revival (Acts 16:25-26; Rev. 12:10) and judgment (Rev. 6; 8-9; 15-16)—will shake the earth through prayer.

15Blow the trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly; 16Gather the people… 28And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions…30And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 31The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord. 32…it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Joel 2:15–32; and Acts 2:17-19)
B. The house of prayer or the praying Church are the only ones on earth that have been given the authority to bind the kingdom of darkness and loose the glory of God (Mt. 16:18-19). Therefore, we have a dynamic intercessory role that will change history forever, releasing victory over Satan (Dan. 10; 12:1; Rev. 12:7-9; 20:1-3), the greatest global revival (Jn. 14:12; Acts 2:17-19; Rev. 12:10). The measure of God’s glory hangs on the response of the praying Church in a geographic region (2 Chr. 7:14; Jer. 29:7; Ezek. 22:30; Num. 14:21; Ps. 72:19; Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14; Acts 17:26).

14…the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. (Hab. 2:14)

7And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the Lord for it; for in its peace you will have peace. (Jer. 29:7; Acts 17:26)
30I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 31Therefore I…consumed them with My wrath and recompensed their deeds on their own heads. (Ezek. 22:30-31)
IV. THE GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL GOD WHO RELENTS

A. The message of Joel is that when God sends judgment to awaken love, there is only one response: sacred assemblies of wholehearted gatherings of prayer with fasting (Joel 2:12-17). “Who knows if He will turn and relent” or change His decree of judgment and send a blessing instead? Over and over again the Lord puts the burden of responsibility upon us (1 Sam. 14:6; 2 Sam. 16:12; Joel. 2:14; Zeph. 2:3; Amos 5:15; Jon. 1:6; 3:9; Jer. 51:8; Dan. 4:27; Hab. 3:16).

12“Therefore [in light of judgment] turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting…weeping…” 13for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm. 14Who knows if He will turn and relent, and leave a blessing. (Joel 2:12-14)
B. I marvel that the eternal, uncreated, and infinite God has it in His heart to reason with men, even changing His mind based upon our response of faith toward Him. God only marveled at faith (Mt. 8:5-13; 15:21-28; LK. 7:1-10; Mk. 7:24-30) and unbelief (Mt. 13:53-58; Mk. 6:1-6).

1. Moses stood in the gap before the Lord and reasoned with Him concerning Israel multiple times (Ex. 32:7-14; Num. 16:1-41; 16:41-50; Ps. 106:21-23).

10“Now let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.” 11Then Moses pleaded…and said: “LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians… say, ‘He brought them out to harm them, to kill them… and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel…to whom You swore by Your self… ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven…’” 14So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people. (Ex. 32:10-14)
2. Amos appealed to God’s mercy and changed His mind.

1The Lord GOD showed me: Behold, He formed locust swarms at the beginning of the late crop… 2I said: “O Lord GOD, forgive, I pray! Oh, that Jacob may stand, for he is small!” 3So the LORD relented…“It shall not be.” 4Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Behold, the Lord GOD called for conflict by fire, and it consumed the great deep and devoured the territory. 5Then I said: “O Lord GOD, cease, I pray! Oh, that Jacob may stand, for he is small!” 6So the LORD relented concerning this. “This also shall not be,” said the Lord GOD. (Amos 7:1-6)
3. Abraham reasoned with God concerning Sodom and Gomorrah.
17The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing… ?” 23And Abraham said, “Would You destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there were fifty righteous…? 25Far be it from You… Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26So the LORD said, “If I find… fifty righteous… I will spare all the place for their sakes.” 27Then Abraham said…28“Suppose there were five less [45]?...29forty?... 30thirty?...31twenty?...32Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” 33So the LORD went His way. (Gen 18:17-33)
4. God relented from Nineveh’s judgment (Jon. 3:1-10; Mt. 12:41; Lk. 11:32).

5Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast…9Who can tell if God will turn and relent?  10Then God saw their works and…relented from the disaster. (Jon. 3:5-10)
C. The house of prayer is God’s mercy strategy. Before the final decree is issued for each nation, we have time (Zeph 2:1-3); once it has been determined, there will be more time (Jer. 7:16; 11:14; 14:11; Rev. 15:8). God reveals what He’s doing to His friends (Gen. 18:20-33; Amos 3:7) and then says, “I’m open for discussion,” because He desires relational partnership with His people (Ezek. 22:30).

1Gather together…2Before the [judgment] decree is issued…3Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth…It may be you will be hidden in the day of the LORD’s anger. (Zeph. 2:1-3)
D. We have not because we ask not (Jas. 4:2). God will not do our part and we cannot do His part. Even Jesus was required to ask for His promised inheritance of the nations (Ps. 2:8).

18The LORD will wait, that He may be gracious to you…19He will be very gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you. (Isa. 30:18-19)
E. God will establish cities of refuge due to the wholehearted lifestyle and intercession of His people, where many will be physically preserved, while the negative impact of judgment will be lessened and its positive effect will be maximized for righteousness (Ps. 91; Isa. 26:20-21; Ezek. 22:30; Joel 2:12-17; 3:16; Amos 7:1-9; Jon. 3:4-10; Nah. 1:7; Zeph. 2:1-3). Disaster zones can be turned into revival centers (2 Chr. 7:14).

14If My people…will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven…forgive their sin and heal their land. (2 Chr. 7:14)
V. GOVERNMENTAL INTERCESSION - CHANGING HISTORY FOREVER

A. We must learn from this example: the 24 elders (most powerful, mature, and highest-ranking within the government of God) spend their strength beholding the Person of God (Rev. 4:4; 5:5-6; 7:11; 14:3) unto worship (Rev. 4:10; 5:8-10, 14; 11:16-17; 19:4), intercession (Rev. 5:8-10) and proclamation (Rev. 4:11; 5:4-5, 8-10; 7:13-17; 11:16-18) to advance the kingdom (listed 12x: Rev. 4:4, 10; 5:5, 6, 8, 11, 14; 7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3; 19:4). 

B. God is setting watchmen (Isa. 62:6-7) who seek to know Him (Ps. 27:4) and understand His plans (Jer. 23:20), leading to fervent intercession that changes history forever (Lk. 18:7-8).

7I have set watchmen…they shall never hold their peace day or night. (Isa. 62:7)

C.
God calls the praying church in this hour to the place of governmental intercession (Isa. 22:22). The hinge of history turns on the prayers of the saints. It is critical that we see our place in the plan of God for this hour and take our place on the wall of intercession in partnership with God.
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