

RELENTLESS CONFERENCE – RANDY MARTINEZ
The Forerunner Voice in Transitional Generations

I. TRANSITIONAL GENERATIONS

A. There are unique times in history where the whole earth in one generation experiences a prophetic event in which the earth is confronted with nature and person of God. 

B. These transitions affect everyone living on the earth in that generation and dramatically shift how people relate to God from there on after. The understanding and expression of the people of God in these transitions changes dramatically and every person who has not been prepared ahead of time by hearing and responding to the Holy Spirit’s prophetic direction will not survive the transition.

C. There are smaller shifts in every generation where every generation will be tested and held accountable for how they responded to the word of the Lord in their generation. These are changes in seasons and wineskins, usually marked by great outpourings of the Holy Spirit and great conflict in the nations of the earth. 

D. But there are three generations in Scripture that experience a global transition in which the whole earth will come to a confrontation with the Holy One and the prophetic season for every nation culminates in this transition.  These are transitions of ages; the end of one and the beginning of another: the generation of Noah, the generation of John and Jesus’ first advent, and the generation of the Lord’s return. These generations experienced unprecedented outpourings of the Spirit in revival and unprecedented crisis in the nations. 

E. It was a matter of life and death in those generations that you had an individual history in God and understanding of what the Spirit was saying. You must move your life, resources, family, time, money, ect… to respond rightly in cooperation with the Spirit to prepare yourself and your hearers for the transition.

F. It is not enough to live your life based on biblical principals unaware of the prophetic season you live in, especially in a transitional generation.

G. Jesus stood in his generation, pointed to the last generation and referenced the context of Noah’s generation all in his Olivet discourse on the end of the age.  (Matthew 24-25)

a) For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. – Matthew 24:37

H. Jesus identified these two men Noah and John as prototypes for the generation that would see the full expression of man’s wickedness and God’s judgments as well as the God-man Jesus of Nazareth return to the planet. This would be the generation on which the Spirit of Elijah would rest before the great and terrible Day of the Lord. (Matthew 11:1-19; Malachi 4:5-6)





II. THE EARTH IS IN TRANSITION

A. Something very dramatic is shifting on the eschatological time clock since the beginning of this year. We are seeing an acceleration of events that are the beginning of that which will crescendo on a global level and culminate in the Second Coming of Jesus.

B. Global systems fueled by the antichrist spirit are being set up as we speak preparing the way for the revealing of the man of lawlessness and his global kingdom.

C. Sovereign nations are toppling and governments are shaking. This is the beginning of the beginning of a global governmental restructuring. In fact, I believe the next 4-5 years will determine for this nation how it will come through this global transition. 

D. At the same time we are seeing the most unprecedented outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the earth since the first century, yea since the book of Exodus. This will culminate in a global unified prayer and worship movement and outpouring of the Spirit on every believer that will release apostolic boldness and power on the gospel and the all 9 gifts of the Holy Spirit in full operation and the greatest witness of love and the nature of Christ being manifested through us as we bear witness that He is coming. 

E. Jesus gives us the context for His return in Matthew 24:4-28 and in v.14 he isolates a precondition for his Second Coming.

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations [ethnos], and then the end will come. – Matthew 24:14

1. At a recent Call2All gathering in Orlando, FL in 2008, the leadership of the world’s largest missions organizations gathered to strategize about the possibility of fulfilling the great commission (Matthew 24:14) in this generation. At the end of the event, the leaders who had gathered concluded that it would be likely that the great commission would be fulfilled by the year 2025. This is a calculated, measurable fulfilling of the Great Commission in the next 20 years.
2. Jesus says that the generation that sees “All these things” in v. 33 -34 include the prophetic signs spoken of in Mt. 24:4–28. There is only one generation in which God’s people will see all the trends and events of Mt. 24 occurring at the same time at an alarming measure or making headline news on a global basis. Jesus commanded His people in that generation to know that His coming was near. 
F. In Matthew 23:37-39 Jesus lays out the second requirement for His return: A remnant of Jewish people in Jerusalem who will receive Him as their king. 

1. "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'" – Matthew 23:37-39

2. Jewish people in Jerusalem is also essential for another objective biblical sign to be fulfilled. The “man of lawlessness who will sit in the temple who opposes and exalts himself against every so called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.” (2 Thess 2:4) Jesus refers to this event as the abomination of desolation referencing the prophet Daniel. (Matt 24:15)

3. This is the first generation that it is even possible for Jewish leadership in Jerusalem to get the chance to do so.

G. Shakings will increase in frequency and intensity on a global level. Jesus likened it to a woman in labor. The pains will increase in intensity and the contractions grow closer together. Then, at a very important point begins the part of labor called “transition” this phase ends in birth and is the most intense. 

H. The great enemy of understanding the hour is that subtle “scoffing spirit” that Peter speaks of in 2 Peter 3:1-10. One of the signs of the end of the age will be widespread indifference and even antagonism concerning the Second Coming in the church. Peter says that these scoffers deliberately overlook this one fact God has a divine history of holding the nations accountable. Peter points to the flood of Noah’s day for context to understand the Second Coming.

III.     GOD’S STRATEGY: PROPHETS AND NAZIRITES

A. The Father’s strategy to prepare the church and the nations of the earth for these great transitions has always been and will be in this generation voices- prophets and nazirites. He sows the lives of young men and women into the wilderness years ahead of the transition as his “mercy gift” to the church and to the earth.

And I raised up some of your sons for prophets, and some of your young men for Nazirites. Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel?" declares the LORD. – Amos 2:11

B. Jesus so values partnership with human vessels that he chooses to announce the coming shifts in redemptive history to weak young men and women who have cultivated a life of intimacy and intercession in the secret place first. Then He commands them to announce it to the earth. They become the manifestation of the transition, years before the transition comes so that everyone has time to turn and repent. Those that reject the Forerunner messengers, reject Jesus. 

C. Purposes of this Ministry

1. To prepare the spiritual atmosphere for His coming through intercession and worship.


2. To prepare the people of God to receive and cooperate with the revelation of God in their generation so that they will share in the coming glory instead of resisting Him. 

3. To warn the earth of the coming King and judge; announcing the coming shift in the seasons of history so that all who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.

D. They come just ahead of the transition to announce the coming shift by calling the people of God to embrace lifestyles in agreement with Jesus and His leadership and warn the unbelieving nations of the coming judgments and call them to repent and be saved.

E. Their lives are an embodiment of the word of the Lord to the generation and confront the world and it’s systems with the revelation of the nature of God. Because these vessels are embodying a reality soon which is not yet realized, they’re value system must look drastically different than the status quo and will conflict with the leading value systems of the day, even in the Body of Christ. 

What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, "'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.' – Matthew 11:10

F. God is raising up the more than prophets in this hour. There is a lifestyle and specific ministry set apart for these forerunning vessels. The days of building ministries and programs are over, it is the hour of vessels filled with the Word of God, endued with power, laying their lives down for love. 

IV.    STANDING IN THE COUNCIL OF THE LORD

A. There is a specific context in which these voices are raised, nurtured and released. In transitional generations, leadership training is oriented around the coming transition and preparing for it, therefore the context in which these vessels will emerge looks drastically different than that of their day. Forerunner Messengers have to be disconnected from the rushing currents of the culture of their generation in order to stand and hear the word of the Lord and allow it to overcome them.

B. There is a great wisdom clash in the life of a forerunner. God says in 1 Corinthians 1:19,

For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 

The end of the age scenario is a great clash of two wisdoms: The wisdom of man and the wisdom of God.  These two are in direct opposition to each other and are warring against each other. God will shake everything built on the wisdom of man that can be shaken in order to get as many as possible to embrace the wisdom of God. This deep root in the heart of man is as ancient as the garden. 


C. The wilderness of fasting and prayer is the context of preparation for these emerging vessels. The place of hiddenness and obscurity is the place where men and women get cleansed from the fear of man which leads to living your life based on the opinions of man. This is what the Bible calls “foolishness”.

D.  The great cleanser from the fear of man is the fear of the Lord.  Man defines success and wisdom by how many people are involved, how much money it makes, and if it produces immediate tangible results. God defines wisdom and success by responding to his word in the hour it comes and losing your life (identity, ambitions, independence) in obedience to it. We are rediscovering again in the west what it means to be, “great in the eyes of the Lord” (Luke 1:15)

Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded, Because you disdained all my counsel, and would have none of my rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes, When your terror comes like a storm, and your destruction comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. “ Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but they will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, they would have none of my counsel and despised my every rebuke. – Proverbs 1:24-30

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.'.. Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds." – Matthew 11:18-19

E. John spent almost 30 years in the context of the wilderness until “the time of his manifestation” to Israel. Noah spent nearly 120 years building a boat that wouldn’t be relevant until the hour of crisis.  The years of preparation were required for the vessel to be able to stand before their generation unmoved by the resistance to the prophetic spirit and the seduction from the spirit of the age. 

F. God will take a man to the back side of the desert for 30 years or make a man build a boat bigger than an NFL football field in his front yard for 120 years to accomplish 5 essential works in a vessel. 

1. Replace the fear of man and produce the fear of the Lord.

2. Destroy independence and self reliance and produce weakness and dependence

3. Remove selfish ambition and desire for fame and produce humility and meakness

4. Deliver from the seduction of the spirit of the age with eternal pleasures of God

5. Heal the Orphan Spirit by an encounter with the Father



G. When John emerged from this place he described himself as a “voice…who stands and 
hears” (Jn 3:29). This phrase is used to describe priestly ministry. 

1. John cultivated a place of prayer and encounter in the wilderness. With all the distractions removed he could actually begin to be prepared to be sent.

2. Daniel lived a lifestyle of prayer and fasting that prepared Him to receive some of the most detailed prophetic revelation in the Bible.

3. Elijah shows up to Ahab and his only credentials are “I am Elijah, who stands before the Lord”. James tells us he was a man just like us but this one distinction: he knew how to pray. He had gained a place of authority in the wilderness of fasting and prayer to shut up the heavens and open them.

4. Samuel is placed in the House of Prayer when he is a child, “when the word of the Lord was rare and there was no [prophetic] vision”. He spent the days of his strength before the Lord in the temple until he emerged a prophet. It says of Samuel that as He grew the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 

H. This was the great distinction between the true and false prophetic spirit in Jeremiahs day and it will be the defining issue for the prophetic movement at the end of the age. Standing in the council of the Lord. 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, 'It shall be well with you'; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, 'No disaster shall come upon you.'" For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD to mark and to hear his word, or who has paid attention to his word and listened? - Jeremiah 23:18

1. Standing- diligent attentiveness to stand in God’s presence in prayer and Scripture, forerunning vessels learn first what it meant to stand before God before he stood before men. They develop an unmovable spirit. Day after day, year after year, as the trends of the generation come an go they stand before the face of God. This is the place of priestly ministry- of ministry to the Lord. 

2. Hearing- positioning yourself to receive the spirit of revelation in where the word of God comes alive to you and overcomes you.  A listening ear (Is 50) is developed in this place. A tenderized spirit that can receive the word of Lord with no resistance. God is looking for men and women he can entrust His secrets to. 

"For the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets…”  Amos 3:7
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