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I. the glory of god

There is one singular, colossal purpose that shapes all reality and stands as the ultimate end of everything in the Divine heart: the glory of God.  

A. All of the beautiful streams of His power and benevolence toward His creation ultimately flow into this ocean of His own renown (Ps 145:10).  This truth fills the pages of Scripture:

 "For the sake of My name I delay My wrath, and for My praise I restrain it for you, in order not to cut you off. 10"Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. 11"For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; for how can My name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another. Is 48:9-11 (cf. Is 42:8,1 Sam 12:22; Ps 25:11; 106:8; Is 37:35; 43:25; Jer 14:7; Ezek 20:9, 14, 22, 44; Dan 9:17–19)
36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:36 (cf. Colossians 1:15-16, I  Corinthians 8:6 & Hebrews 2:10)
17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. Colossians 1:17-18

B. Over and over again the New Testament, mirroring the Old, points to God’s own glorification as the ultimate purpose of everything He does. We must allow the weight of this theme to bear down upon us and shape us.  You could not assemble a list like the one below with any other idea or theme in the Bible: 

Revival  – Eph 3:21; Power & Healing – Matt 15:31, Mk 2:12, Lk 5:26, 7:16, John 11:4, 40; Salvation of Souls – I Peter 2:9, Eph 1:6, 12, 14; Righteousness & Sanctification – Matt 5:10, I Peter 2:12, Phil 1:11, I Cor 6:20; The Salvation of Israel – Isaiah 43:7, Jer 13:11, Ez 36:22-23; Apostolic Ministry – John 15:8, II Cor 4:15, 8:19; Phil 1:18, 20, 2:21; Answers to Prayer–John 14:13; Calling of the Elect – II Peter 1:13; Unity –Rom 15:5-7

II. His own glorification & the great transition

A. Bringing Definition

1. The language of God’s glory can be used in several different ways in Scripture. What is in view in the passages above is essentially God being glorified by His creation, namely people. 

2. The glorification of God is not abstract - it is very concrete and tangible. We are to live and relate to the world around us in a way that conveys the truth that it is Jesus Himself who is of supreme worth (Phil 3:8) and that He is, therefore, our greatest treasure. This is primarily expressed in four arenas of our existence (cf. Mark 12:30): 

a. Allegiance - obedience to God’s commands, sacrificial loyalty to His purposes, agreement with His ways & humble recognition that He is our Creator, Sustainer, and Provider.
b. Attention -  priority and preoccupation with God in our thoughts and the use of our time, which in turn determines the use of the resources of our energy & our finances.

c. Affection – our affections are fastened to whatever we highly esteem and cherish. Jesus is to be exceedingly precious to us and be the object of our deepest passions.

d. Adoration – God is to be the recipient of our exclusive worship – the One we honor and praise in the fruit our lips and acts of joyful, loving devotion.

B. The Present Condition

When seen in this light, it takes little effort to realize how the earth departs radically from its created purpose.  The globe is dominated by blatant disregard for the glory of Christ. The beautiful One who created all things and upholds all things each passing moment is forgotten, ignored, disobeyed, and blasphemed day and night in the cities of the earth. Apart from a righteous remnant, God does not receive the allegiance, attention, affection, or adoration He alone is due. 
C. The Tragic Abomination

1. If God’s glory remains abstract, then the offense of other things being glorified in His place will remain abstract as well. We are so accustomed to the outrageous treason of humanity’s disregard for its Maker that we are scarcely phased by it. 

For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God. Luke 16:15

2. All that is presently exalted or esteemed among men is looked upon with abhorrence in the LORD’s sight precisely because only He should be highly exalted by men. The rampant, emblazoned idolatry that fills the earth is an atrocity in the eyes of the LORD.

D. The Great Transition

1. Turning from our own hearts to behold His, we find a torrent of zeal instead of apathy. God’s passion for His glory burns brightly and the world is not aimlessly spinning into the future. God has ordained a Day when His glory & His name alone will be revered and magnified in the earth.

The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.  12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty, upon everything lifted up… Isaiah 2:11-12

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Habakkuk 2:14 (see Isaiah 11:9, Psalm 72:19)

10 Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. Psalm 46:10 (see Psalm 148:13)

2. The extreme disparity between the present condition of the earth and the unstoppable, global exaltation of God alone should cause us to tremble because it will necessitate a worldwide upheaval unlike anything we can fathom.  He will arise and shake everything that can be shaken.

 17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be brought low; the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 18 But the idols He shall utterly abolish.  19 They shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, From the terror of the LORD and the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily. Isaiah 2:17-19

III. Revelation & Exaltation

A. Global Worship

A  real day is coming when all things will be judged, and  all of the nations will worship Yahweh.  All across the earth, real people with beating hearts and breath in their lungs will sing.

27All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will worship before You.  Psalm 22:27 (see Psalm 86:9, Zeph 2:11)

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth; 2Sing the glory of His name; make His praise glorious. 3Say to God, "How awesome are Your works!...4 All the earth will worship You, and will sing praises to You; they will sing praises to Your name.  Psalm 66:1-4 (see Psalm 67)

All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD, when they hear the words of Your mouth.  5 Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD.  Psalm 138:4-5

B. God’s Coming & Self-Revelation

This glorious future is going to be brought about as the Godhead confronts the earth with His identity in the face of Jesus. The exaltation of the LORD alone is synonymous with the exaltation of the Lord Jesus alone. Jesus is fully and gloriously Divine, worthy of all worship & will have preeminence in all things (Phil 2:6-11). 
 …when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. 2 Thess 1:6-10
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