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I. The original design of man

A. Adam & the Priesthood of Man

1. Adam’s Identity

Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. Gen 2:15

There are several compelling reasons that Adam should be viewed as the first & archetypical priest:

a. The Garden of Eden should be understood as a sanctuary for God’s dwelling

b. Genesis 2:15 is best translated that Adam was placed in the garden-sanctuary to serve [the LORD] and guard it [the sanctuary]. This is confirmed by the cherubim in Gen. 3:24.

c. Ezekiel 28:11-16 clearly depicts Adam as the first high-priest

d. Ancient Jewish tradition extensively affirms the priestly identity of Adam

2. Implications

a. It would be difficult to exaggerate the significance of this understanding as it relates to understanding the purpose of humanity. The original and archetypical man was fashioned first and foremost to minister to the LORD. Adam and His progeny were created to be a priestly people who magnified the greatness of Yahweh. In short, we exist for Him.

b. In the most primal, fundamental sense, humanity was created to be occupied as priests and from that very overt purpose, identity, and action then move outward. From the biblical standpoint, the priestly activities are the assumed starting point and the other tasks and commissions the secondary elements of existence.
B. The Witness of Early Humanity

1. Cain & Abel – Genesis 4:1-7
2. Noah – Genesis 8:20-22
3. Abraham – Genesis 12:7-8, 13:3-4

C. The Witness of Israel as a Nation
 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all these words which the LORD commanded him. Ex 19:5-7
To be in covenant with God is to be a priest before Him. Although the tribe of Levi and the house of Aaron were called to minister to the LORD vocationally, the entire nation of Israel was called to be priests before God in their identity. This is because covenant is about returning to right relationship with God (reconciliation) and we were made to relate to Him in this capacity.  That is the order which the idolatry of sin disrupted.  
II. the effects of sin

But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed…even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus… (Rom 3:21–24, NKJV) 

A. The Nature of Rebellion

1. The essence of sin can’t be confused with deeds that accompany it (cf. Ex 20:1-17). At the core of man’s sinful condition is rebellion against God’s glory and substituting his own honor as the goal of his existence (cf. Rom 1:23, 25). We have all fallen short of the glory of God. (cf. Acts 12:23)
2. Instead of existing to magnify God, man in his sin exists for his own exaltation and fulfillment and misuses created things to try to achieve that supreme end (i.e. idolatry and evil deeds). 
B. The Assimilation of God into our Worldview

1. Our culture is potently narcissistic in its orientation. Self-esteem, self-absorption, self-gratification, self-promotion, self-service, self-entitlement, self-help, and personal ‘rights’  define modern existence. The core of this worldview can be summed up as simply the consuming quest for self-fulfillment.

2. The danger this poses is that instead of meeting Christ and having everything turned upside down through a radical reorientation of one’s entire existence, the Gospel is at risk of being presented in such a way that God is merely assimilated into the preexisting view of the world.

3. Through this human-centered view of reality, existence (including God’s existence) is evaluated with man as the reference point. God is seen in terms of His relation to man rather than man’s relationship to God. We are in danger of believing that God exists for us rather than us existing for Him.  

4. Whereas the gifts of God, which are too bountiful to number, exist to lead man into the exaltation of the Giver, sin seeks to convince the heart that the Giver exists to bestow the gifts. The cumulative effect of this distortion is that in salvation, man’s self-fulfillment remains the final goal rather than the glory of God, and Christ simply becomes the means to achieve that goal.

III. The truth of Salvation

A. The True Purpose of Our Salvation

1. The salvation we have experienced through Jesus (and all subsequent sanctification) is primarily to free us from the enslaving self-compulsion caused by sin, so that we could fulfill our created purpose of magnifying Jesus and yearning for the Day of LORD when He alone will be exalted.

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 2 Corinthians 5:14–15 

2. Scripture simply does not endorse the idea of Christianity being primarily the benefits we will receive through Jesus now. We are saved for Him, because we exist for Him.
B. The True Fruit of Our Salvation

1. Repentance, holiness, and good deeds are vital, but the primary fruit of regeneration is not moral reformation, zeal for certain causes, or faithful attendance at Christian events. 

2. Rather, it is an ever-increasing adoration for the beauty of Jesus and love for the preciousness of who He is. It is this fruit within the soul that is utterly miraculous and impossible apart from the power of the Spirit in new birth. 

For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  II Cor 4:6 
C. A Royal Priesthood

Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious… But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…  I Peter 2:7, 9 (NJKV/NASB)

1. The result is that we are freed from sin and illumined to beauty in order that we could be sanctified as vessels of worship and live to magnify Jesus in all things.

…whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  I Cor 10:31

For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. I Cor 6:20

Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. I Pet 4:11
2. This perspective on our identity, our purpose, and our salvation is vital to sustaining our commitment to night and day ministry to the LORD & for bringing others into the celebration of Jesus’ worth. 
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